XXIV
 Introduction: Part I
With this arrangement, since the stories are all of moderate compass,
it will be very easy, especially with the guidance and help of the Com-
posite Outline, for anyone to compare for himself the several versions,
and to see for himself whether he can accept my conclusions as to the
mutual relationship of the various recensions and as to the presump-
tive original.
The original order of the component Sections and Stories of the work
coincides, in my opinion, with the order of the Sections and Stories of
the Southern Recension. The other three recensions all show more or
less dislocation of single components. To make the original order and
the dislocations all clear at a glance, a Table is given at page xii. It is
suggested that, in studying Parts I and II of this Introduction, the
reader make frequent reference to this Table. Such recourse will, it is
hoped, make very plain the following necessary comments upon the
"Divisions of the text" (p. xxv) and the "Peculiarities of the several
recensions" (p. xxxi).
The departures of the Metrical and Brief and Jainistic recensions
from the original order have of course made necessary a few changes in
the sequence of the Sections and Stories of those versions, — but only
in cases where one version or another has demonstrably altered the
order of the original. This has been restored thruout in my text. The
number of such alterations is not great — a dozen or so. They are all
listed on p. xliii, and are obvious also in the Table.
The subordinate headings for each recension of each Section or Story
are devised in such a way as to make clear all my departures from the
order of my manuscripts. In such cases, two numbers are always given.
The first (at the left) indicates the position which the Section or Story
occupies in the original and in my translation and text* The second
number (set over near the right of the page) tells us the position which
the Section or Story occupies in the mss. These subordinate headings,
taken in connection with the head-lines of each left-hand page (which
give the original number of each Section or Story) and each right-hand
page (which give the title of the Section or Story), make wholly clear all
that we need to know, to wit, the subject of a given Section or Story,
and its place in the reconstructed original, and its place (if dislocated)
in the mss,, and all without possibility of misunderstanding.
For instance: the Brief Recension transposes original Story 5 and
Story 7. All the other three versions agree with each other. There ia no
doubt that it is the Brief Recension which has introduced an alteration,
(This is probably due to some accident; at lea&t, fcx> reason for it is

